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On Tuesday, Apple released the latest version of their desktop operating system
(http://news.cnet.com/8301-13579_3-57608535-37/apple-releases-os-x-mavericks-for-free/), OS X 10.9
Mavericks. Available as a free download via the App Store, OS X Mavericks is
supposed to bring power and performance improvements, as well as some new
features, including the new Maps app (http://reviews.cnet.com/8301-13746_7-57608815-48/walk-with-

us-through-os-x-mavericks-new-maps-app/).

Creating an OS X USB installer from the App Store download hasn't been very
straightforward in the past, and the old methods no longer work for OS X 10.9.
However, there's a new Apple utility with Mavericks that makes it relatively simple,



and thanks to MacForums member, tywebb13 (http://forums.macrumors.com/showthread.php?
t=1649986), we know how to use it. With a USB installer, you'll be able to perform a
clean installation of Mavericks (nttp://reviews.cnet.com/apple-os-x-10.9-mavericks/) Whenever you

want and without having to download it again from the App Store. Here's how to
create a bootable OS X Mavericks install drive:

Step 1: Download the OS X Mavericks installer from the App Store, but don't run the
installer yet. If you've already upgraded, you'll have to download the installer again
from the App Store, since it deletes itself after the upgrade. Make sure the installer is
located in the Applications folder.

Step 2: Format a USB flash drive that's at least 8GB, as Mac OS Extended
(Journaled) and keep the default name as "Untitled." Make sure that you don't have
another volume with the same name. If you do, unmount the other volume or rename
it temporarily. You can also name the USB flash drive to something other than
"Untitled," but just make sure to change the command in Step 3 to reflect the correct

name.
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Step 3: Open a terminal window and enter the following command:

sudo /Applications/Install\ OS\ X\
Mavericks.app/Contents/Resources/createinstallmedia --volume
/Volumes/Untitled --applicationpath /Applications/Install\ OS\ X\
Mavericks.app --nointeraction

Since the utility requires root privileges, you'll need to enter your password to
continue. It shouldn't take more than 20 minutes or so for it to complete.
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That's it. You should now be able to boot with the USB installer while holding down
the Option key and begin your clean install of OS X Mavericks. If the utility seems to
be stuck at "Copying installer files to disk," try switching to a different USB flash drive.
Another issue that seems to come up is the USB installer not appearing in Startup
Manager. Again, try switching to a different USB flash drive if you have problems
booting into it. If you're not having any luck with the Apple utility, you might also
want give DiskMaker X (http://liondiskmaker.com/) (formerly Lion DiskMaker) a try.
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